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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION  
COMMISSION 

Regular Scheduled Meeting – minutes 
Tuesday, May 3rd 2016 

7:00 PM 
 

Members Present 
Mary Pat Musselman   Geraldine McKinley 

Ed Hodges     Mark Everett 
William Kenner 

 
Members Absent 

Judi Hickson 
Monica Ferrari 

 
Others Present 

John Rodman, Director 
Emily Rebert, Community Development Planner 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 
 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silence roll call was taken by staff. 
 
Mark Everett made a motion to accept the agenda.   
 
IV. Old Business 
 
V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A.  Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Mr. Jim Wiley, acting as agent for Beacon Street, for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to construct an 8’x16’ in-ground pool at the rear of the structure on lot #33.  The pool site will 
include stone decking and a 4’ high black wrought iron or aluminum fencing around the perimeter of the yard to 
meet state guidelines. 
 
Carol Nash, representing Beacon Street, came forward and was sworn in.  Ms. Nash stated that the request from 
the owner, Dr. Howdy, met all of their architectural requirements.  Mary Pat Musselman stated that she was 
concerned about the drain off from a pool that is so close to wetlands.  Ms. Nash explained that there is a swell 
that is part of the storm water management plan that is located in front of this home before to get to the actual 
storm water retention pond.  Ms. Nash stated that the owner has met with the Public Works Director Frankie 
Buck about the setbacks and this issue.  Ms. Nash stated that there are retainers in place already all along the 
development.  Mr. Rodman explained that there is a 3ft high berm that will not allow water to drain into the 
wetlands.   
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The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward to speak for or against the request.  The Commission 
discussed the request further.    
 
Mark Everett made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate 
of Appropriateness to Mr. Scott Dixon of Beacon Street Development to construct a new 8’ x16’ in-ground pool at 
the rear of the property located at Lot #33 Moss Landing Homes.  The pool site will include stone decking and a 
4’ high black wrought iron or aluminum around the perimeter of the yard to meet state & local guidelines.  His 
motion was seconded by Geraldine McKinley.  The motion carried with a majority vote with William Kenner and 
Mary Pat Musselman voting in opposition.   
 
2.  A request has been made by Mr. John Stallings for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a 4’ wooden 
picket fence located in the back yard of the property on 120 North Charlotte Street. 
 
Mr. John Stallings came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that he would like construct a fence on the rear 
of his property that would match the existing fence.  He explained that it would be a 4’ wooden picket fence 
painted white. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward.   
 
Mary Pat Musselman made the following:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate 
of Appropriateness to Mr. John Stallings to add a four foot high wooden picket fence to enclose the rear property 
yard located a t 120 North Charlotte Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the 
application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 4.0 
Streetscape and Site Design Section 4.6 Fences and Walls.  Geraldine McKinley seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor. 
 
3.  A request has been made by Ms. Martha Matthews for a Certificate of Appropriateness to add a 6’ wooden 
privacy fence to enclose the back yard of the property located at 140 East Main Street. 
 
Emily Rebert, City Planner, came forward to present the request.   Ms. Rebert explained that exact location of the 
proposed fence.  She stated that Ms. Matthews was to close off the rear of the property and match her existing 
fence.  Mary Pat Musselman stated that she was concerned about putting up another 6’ privacy fence and stated 
that there is plenty of vegetation back there that gives her quite a bit of privacy already.   Ms. Rebert explained 
that there are people cutting through Ms. Matthews’ property from Bonner Street.  Ed Hodges stated that 
looking at one of the photographs her property is very open to property adjoining her at the rear. 
 
Dee Congleton came forward and was sworn in.  She explained that the Historic Guidelines state that applicants 
should be present to make the request.  She stated that she agreed with Mary Pat Musselman and she would like 
to discuss some alternatives with Ms. Matthews.  Ms. Congleton stated that she is against the request.   
 
The Commission discussed the request further.  Ms. Musselman stated that she would like to discuss some 
alternatives with the property owner.  Mr. Hodges pointed out that Ms. Matthews will be replicating the existing 
fence.  He stated that personally if he was going to have 11 apartments in his back yard then he would want a 
10ft fence.  Mark Everett stated that he agreed with the Chairman and as long as the request meets the 
guidelines it should be approved.  He stated that he choice as to whether a fence or shrubbery provides adequate 
privacy is in the eye of the property owner.  He stated that in this case the transition from a single family home 
and an 11 unit multi-family home may justify additional fencing.  He stated that he didn’t have any issues with 
the fence.     
 
Mark Everett made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate 
of Appropriateness to Ms. Martha Matthews to add a six foot high wooden privacy fence along the north edge of 
the back yard to enclose the rear property located at 140 East Main Street.  This motion is based on the following 
findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
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specifically Chapter 4.0 Streetscape and Site Design Section 4.6 Fences and Walls.  The motion was seconded by 
William Kenner.  The motion carried with a majority vote with Mary Pat Musselman voting in opposition.   
 
4.  A request has been made by Ms. Constance Lane Howard for a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the 
windows throughout the property located at 731 East Main Street (The Armory Pointe). 
 
Andrew Howard came forward and was sworn in.  He stated that they are asking to replace then windows on the 
front of the Armory Pointe building.  He stated that the current windows are wood replacement and 4 large 
aluminum frame windows that have deteriorated.  He explained that the wood trim would stay but they would 
replace the sashes. 
 
William Kenner stated that the owner of this building does a great job keeping up the property and asked if they 
planned to replace the windows on the side.  Mr. Howard stated that they would like to in the future and they are 
trying to replace the windows as needed. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward.  
 
Mary Pat Musselman made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Connie Howard to replace the windows located at 731 East Main Street.  
This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.4 Windows and Doors.  Her motion was 
seconded by Mark Everett.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
 
 
5.  A request has been made by Mr. Scot Craigie and Mr. Simuel Hodges for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the following items on the property located at 222 East Second Street: 
 
The property owners and their contractor came forward and were sworn in.  Mr. Scot Craigie explained his 
request for each item. 
 
a. Enclose and reinforce the carport to resemble the appearance of a dependency building. 
 
Geraldine McKinley made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Scot Craigie and Mr. Simuel Hodges to enclose and reinforce the carport to 
resemble the appearance of a dependency building in the back yard of the property located at 222 East Second 
Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.12 Outbuildings and Accessory Structures.  
Her motion was seconded by William Kenner.  All voted in favor. 
 
b. Recreating the widow’s walk above the front porch on the second floor of the front façade. 
 
Mr. Craigie explained that this is more of a balcony then a widow’s walk.  He explained that there is a front door 
on the front of the second elevation.  He stated that they wanted to construct just a 4x8 balcony with railings and 
made that door usable.  William Kenner asked about the materials. 
 
Mary Pat Musselman made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Scot Craigie and Mr. Simuel Hodges to recreate the widow’s walk above the 
front porch on the second floor of the front faced on the property located at 222 East Second Street.  This motion 
is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation 
Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.10 Architectural Details and Chapter 3.6 Porches and 
Entryways.  Her motion was seconded by Geraldine McKinley.  All voted in favor. 
 
 



4 
 

c. Upgrade the current asphalt shingle roof to a metal standing seam roof. 
 
Mr. Craigie stated that the roof would be painted gray.  William Kenner gave some suggestions on the type of 
metal roof they use. 
 
Geraldine McKinley made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Scot Craigie and Mr. Simuel Hodges to upgrade the roofing from asphalt to 
metal standing seam on the property located at 222 East Second Street.  This motion is based on the following 
findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Chapter 3.5 Roofing.  Her motion was seconded by Mark Everett.  All voted in favor.   
 
d. Recreate the original columns, rails and spindles on the front porch.  The house still has one original column 
and section of railing located on the west side of the porch for reference. 
 
Mr. Craigie stated that they would like to recreate the columns, rails, and spindles to match the original on the 
west side of the porch.  He stated that they would be using all wood material. 
 
Mark Everett made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a Certificate 
of Appropriateness to Mr. Scot Craigie and Mr. Simuel Hodges to recreate the original architectural features of 
the porch on the front façade on the property located at 222 East Second Street.  This motion is based on the 
following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.10 Architectural Details and Chapter 3.6 Porches and Entryways.  Geraldine 
McKinley seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
e. Replace current windows with vinyl sash replacement kit windows.  The intent is to keep the original casings, 
but replace the sashes. 
 
Mr. Craigie explained his request and stated that many of the windows are not original to the house.  He went 
through and gave the Commission an inventory of how many windows are original.     
 
Mary Pat Musselman made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Scot Craigie and Mr. Simuel Hodges to remove all storm windows, replace 
current sashes with a custom made energy efficient vinyl replacement kit sash, and keep the original windows 
casings on the property at 222 East Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the 
application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.4 
Windows and Doors.  Her motion was second by Geraldine McKinley.  All voted in favor. 
 

 B.  Minor Works 
 

1. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner of 186 
West Main Street to repair brick, mothball fenestrations, repair glass panels on storefront, and replace the 
asphalt rolled roof with a rubber membrane roof on the property.  
 

2. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner of 609 
East Main Street to replace a damaged storm door of the property. The new storm door matches the old 
one.   

 
3. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner of 223 

East Water Street (the Estuarium) to replace the AC unit on the property.   
 
4. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of  Appropriateness for the owner of 231 

East Main Street to do the following on the property:  
 

a. Replace the HVAC unit 
b. Repair deck using like materials 
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c. Repair siding using like materials 
d. Repair windows using like materials 
e. Repair and replace rot on the porch using like materials 
f. Repair foundation using like materials 

 
5. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the City of 

Washington to remove two overgrown small trees at the entrance of the Brown Library and replace them 
with one large sweet bay magnolia on the adjacent property. 

 
6. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner of 304 

West Second Street (the United Methodist Church) to do the following on the property: 
 

a. Repair slate roof using like materials 
b. Replace the front doors with replicas made of the same material 
c. Repair/repoint masonry, pressure wash and seal the bricks.  

 
 
7. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the City of 

Washington to remove two Bradford pear trees located in the public right of way in front of the property 
located at of 222 East Second Street. One tree towers over the road with a broken tree trunk while the other 
is entangled in the power lines.  

 
Mary Pat Musselman expressed concern with the large tree that was taken down without the Commission’s 

permission.  Mr. Rodman explained how this mistake happened. 
 
Mark Everett made a motion to approve all the minor works.  His motion was seconded by Geraldine McKinley. 
All voted in favor and the motion carried. 

 
VI. Other Business 
 
 1.  121 East Second Street:  Status 
 

Mr. Rodman gave the Commission an update on the 121 East Second Street house.  He stated that they did have a 
seconded hearing on Mr. Stroud’s appeal.  He explained that the Board of Adjustment did uphold the issuance of 
the Building permit.  He stated that currently the attorneys are putting together the findings of fact and drafting 
the Decision on Appeal.  He stated that the Board of Adjustment will meet and approve the Decision on Appeal 
after that any parties can file an appeal.    

 
 2.  Demolition By Neglect Ordinance:  Property Status 
 

Emily Rebert stated that she is continuing with the Demolition By Neglect Ordinance.  She presented the 3 
properties added to the list and gave an update on the existing properties. 

 
 3.  Upcoming Events 
 
 Ms. Rebert announced upcoming events.  She coordinated a workshop with the Commission and the State 
Historic Preservation office for the August 2 meeting.  She stated that she felt it would be a good idea to set up a meeting 
with the Commission and City Council and also invite the Council members to the August workshop.  Ms. Rebert informed 
the Commission that the City Council currently had not included the façade grant funds in the new proposed budget.  She 
then discussed this year’s Terrell awards.   
 
VII. Approval of Minutes – April 5th 2016 
Mark Everett made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mary Pat Musselman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Geraldine McKinley made a motion to adjourn.  Her motion was seconded by Mark Everett.   


